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Spotlight on Year 12: What an amazing start to the year!
September 2020 has seen us welcome our new cohort to the School of Medicine, some students travelling
over 25 miles to reach us: It is such a privilege to continue to deliver full timetables to dedicated young
people. All students are being taught face to face and have had limited impact of the Covid pandemic to
their education.
The students have settled in well and are
thriving on the prospect of their upcoming
work experience in GP practices. Our
strong links and support from the Clinical
Commissioning Group in West Lancashire
will see students attend weekly GP clinics.
Students can expect to gain shadowing
experience from all members of the GP
team from Advanced Nurses Practitioners,
GP’s to Pharmacist. Students have been
blown away with how lucky they are to have
these placements. This ﬁrst placement

Additional to their academic studies,
students are also exploring their
understanding of different careers in
Medicine, recently Dr Emyr Takker from
UCLan delivered an informative lecture on
the differences between Medicine and the
new Physician Associate undergraduate
degree. As well as discussing the different
roles, students gained tips for their
personal statement and interview advice.
Our students are so lucky to receive such
expert advice about different career
options.
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will allow students to understand how
the different members of the team
work together for the best care of the
patient while after Christmas, placement
2 will allow the students to follow a
single patient investigating the patient
journey. What an amazing opportunity!
In preparation for placements, Yvonne
Thompson from the CCG delivered a 2 hour
‘donning and dofﬁng’ training session (how
to put on and remove PPE safely to prevent
contamination to you and me!)

Year 12 students participated in a
series of lectures from the British
Medical Association titled ‘Making it
in Medicine’ as part of Black History
Month. Lecturers shared their
experiences of aspiring to medicine
from different socio-economic
backgrounds and how they overcame
barriers to success. Students gained
some fantastic insights, top tips and
have come away feeling truly inspired.
Bethany Richman ex Greenbank High
School student said “Thank you for
the lectures, it was really compelling.
They discussed so many things that I
had never considered before but are
so important in medicine. My favourite
part was probably the talk from Dr
Leanne (photo right), her story and
passion in becoming a doctor despite
being rejected was very inspiring. I feel
really optimistic about my future.”
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Spotlight on year 13
A huge congratulations to Rebecca Caldwell (ex Greenbank student),
William Skelton (ex Rose Bridge student), Lauren Dobson (ex Bishop
Rawstorne student) and Ethan Furtardo (ex St Bede’s student). All
participated in the BMAT medical school entrance exam. Over half
term Generation Medics provided 2 days of extra tuition to help further
develop their problem solving and critical thinking skills. In addition,
West Lancashire College has applied and been accepted to be a BMAT
testing centre…no longer will students have excessive travel to a
testing centre.

Common Questions
of SoM
What additional tests do Medicine
applicants have to sit and how does
the School of Medicine support them?
UCAT - required by 99% of all Medical
Schools.
Tests the students skills in situational
judgement, verbal reasoning, abstract
reasoning and quantitative reasoning.
BMAT - required by a smaller number of
medical schools.
Tests problem solving and critical thinking
skills, usually has topical issues related to
health care.
Students receive explicit help in studying
for the tests alongside support from
Generation Medics.

In addition to the BMAT, over the summer students sat the UCAT Medical
school exam. Students were well prepared and had some outstanding
scores, not least William Skelton ex Rose Bridge student who was
placed in the top 20% of all entrants in the UK.
Students have now submitted their personal statements and
applications to various medical schools across the UK ranging from
local medical schools such as Manchester, Leeds and Lancaster to
those further aﬁeld such as Oxford and Glasgow. Our attention will now
turn towards preparing for medical interviews. All applicants will be
prepared on common questions, techniques and the unique qualities
each speciﬁc medical school looks for. It will culminate in simulated
mock interviews with multiple stations, just like the real thing.

Looking to the future
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Generation Medics is a not for
proﬁt organisation run by Oxford
university medic graduates who support
School of Medicine students with applying
for Medicine. They help provide extra
tuition for UCAT and BMAT entrance
exams, mentor students through A Levels
and help with interview techniques.

What makes the School of Medicine
Unique?
• Guaranteed work experience

March 2021, will see the opening of our STEM Building. Housed
within are state of the art laboratories and classrooms. At a cost
approaching £1.5 million, the bespoke fully equipped labs will
allow students the space and facilities to continue their studies in
style. These supersize labs and classrooms will allow teaching in
an environment conducive to social distancing ensuring minimum
disruption to School of Medicine teaching, learning and achievement
in the next academic year. We can’t wait!
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What is Generation Medics?
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• Small class sizes, max 15
• Extra contact time, 33% more than local
colleges
• Extensive support
• All materials inc text books,
personalised lab coat and hoodie
provided
• Lots of enrichment, guest speakers and
superb links with local medical schools

