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Welcome
Welcome to the Sixth Form at West Lancashire College.
As a College within NCG, one of the largest providers of
education and training in the UK, we have many years of
experience of delivering high quality A Level and Advanced
Level courses, supporting students to achieve excellent results
which help them to take their next steps onto University or into
employment.
Our Sixth Form offers an aspirational culture and ethos for our
students, with highly focused subject staff, student support
services, personal development and learning support provided.
This ensures every student has the best opportunity to achieve
their potential during their A Level or Advanced Level journey.
It is this approach which enabled 100% of our A Level students,
to graduate from our School of Medicine programme with A and
A* grades in Summer 2021, securing places at the Universities of
Oxford, Leicester and Lancaster amongst others.
We work extremely hard to ensure our students achieve their
goals. From the very start of their time at the college we assist
every student with planning their next steps, whether that
is into Higher Education or to secure advanced employment
opportunities. Our state of the art facilities provide a university
style campus, and our university preparation programme gives
exceptional access to university choices.
We are a highly inclusive college and place a huge value on both
our Respect Ethos, and also our parental engagement. This
approach means that students studying within our Sixth Form
enjoy the opportunity to learn and socialise within a positive
welcoming site.
Finally, we are keen to add value to the experience that every
student receives. From our programme of course enrichment
options to our wider curriculum activities, we ensure that our
students gain from the numerous unique opportunities offered
within our Sixth Form so that they leave us to take their next step
with a distinct competitive edge.
I hope to welcome you to one of our forthcoming Open Events
and look forward to you joining us as a student within our Sixth
Form in the near future.
Best wishes
Denise Williamson
Principal
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A Level & Advanced Level Courses

Supporting you through
your studies
As well as your Teachers, we have a team of expert
advisers to give you all the help and support you
need. They can help with careers guidance, financial
support, mentoring, additional learning support
amongst others and are always happy to help.

LEARNER SERVICES
Our friendly experts will help, listen, give advice and
guidance on:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Applying to University
Financial Support
Bursaries
Travel passes
Financial support for kit costs
Free College Meals
Careers and progression advice
CV preparation
Wellbeing
Information, advice and support
Study Skills
One to one study support.

All our staff work to recognised codes of ethics,
quality marks and are Matrix accredited. If we
can’t help you directly, we will put you in touch
with someone who can. Learner Services can be
contacted at enquiries@westlancs.ac.uk
01695 52393

ADDITIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT
Many students benefit from extra support to help
them with their studies. The additional learning
support team can help you with any support needs
you may have whilst in college. A range of support
is available, including support for students with
Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Asperger’s Syndrome, Physical
Disabilities, ADD/ADHD, Hearing/Visual Impairment
and Mental Health Concerns.
If you need advice on the range of facilities and
equipment available, or if you have an EHC Plan,
please contact the ALS Team on 01695 52300.

westlancs.ac.uk

SUPPORT & MENTORING FOR
ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Our aim is that all of our students leave West
Lancashire College with a competitive edge so that
they are best placed to achieve their ambitions.
We pride ourselves on the support given to our
students to help them succeed and, as a student
within our Sixth Form you can benefit from a variety
of support.
Our A Level courses offer additional taught contact
time, with each subject timetabled for 6 hours per
week – one hour more than at most other colleges.
This additional time has proven invaluable to our
students in achieving supporting them to achieve
high grades.
We offer smaller than average class sizes with an
average of 15 per class. Smaller class sizes allow our
teachers to really get to know students so that they
can offer the tailored support needed for academic
excellence.
As well as course Teachers, all students will be
assigned a Mentor. Mentors are on hand throughout
your time in college to ensure you are making
appropriate progress and will signpost you to
additional support should you need it. It maybe
you need support with assignment work, have a
wellbeing issue, or are looking for further advice on
your university options. Your Mentor will be your
first port of call to offer you the wrap around support
needed to ensure your success whilst you are in
college.

A Level & Advanced Level Courses

UNIVERSITY PREPARATION
PROGRAMME
Whether you are studying A Levels or an Advanced
Vocational Programme, our aim is to fully prepare
you for the university application process.
All students follow a structured preparation journey
which starts with a one to one research and careers
interview session with one of our team of trained
Careers Advisers, followed by personal statement
preparation, UCAS application support, and if
needed entrance exam and university interview
preparation.
Preparation is enhanced by our guest seminars
where students gain tips for their personal
statement and interview advice from professors
from local and regional universities.
Once results are received in August our Careers
Advisers are on hand to support students into
transitioning to their chosen university place.

ENRICHMENT
As a student in Sixth Form you will have the
opportunity to explore your understanding of
different careers in your chosen discipline through
a vast number of guest seminars either in college
with invited guest speakers, or by attending external
events or enrichment opportunities that are specific
to your course.
Previous guest speakers have ranged from experts
in cutting edge Cancer research and progressive
brain diseases such as Alzheimer’s, to West End
Performers and representatives from The Royal
College of Nursing and the Royal Navy. These guest
lectures give students a detailed insight into the
vast range of careers in their chosen subject and are
aimed at ensuring learners are aware of the breadth
of career options available to them in the future.

There are many local and international trips planned
for 2022/2023 including to Ghana, San Francisco,
London, South Korea and Japan.
As well as the above, as a student in our Sixth Form
you can expect the usual enrichment activities such
as being part of our Sports teams or joining our
Gaming Club, E-sports League or debating society.
All of our extra-curricular wrap around has been
designed to give students diverse exposure to the
range of careers available. Students are able to
gain tips for their personal statement, exams and
interviews, as well as receive expert careers advice.

In addition, our Sixth Form students have access
to a range of trips, visits and wider experiences.
For example, last summer, students attended the
Skelmersdale Science Summer School, which was
hosted by Professor Brian Cox CBE. Students took
part in a workshop delivered by Lord Robert Winston
and also attended sessions with other high profile
STEAM guest speakers. Students from The School of
Medicine attended the Aspiring Doctors Conference
at The University of Oxford, and Business students
took a trip to Prague and Budapest.

A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level & Advanced Level Courses

Financial Support

EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP

STUDENT BURSARY

West Lancashire College have established an
Excellence Scholarship fund for high achieving
students.

West Lancashire College offer a financial bursary
and meal allowance for students aged 16-18 years
of age. Eligibility is linked to household income and
other personal circumstances such as being in care.

Successful applicants will receive a Scholarship of
£3,000, paid in instalments throughout their 2 year
programme, which is aimed to support students
during their time at college.
Applications for the Excellence Scholarship open on
GCSE results day 2022. Applications and criteria can
be obtained from Learner Services 01695 52393 /
enquiries@westlancs.ac.uk

In addition the college also has a learner support
fund that can be used to support students who are
in financial difficulty with costs for trips and visits,
uniform or course equipment costs.
To find out more about financial support available,
please contact Learner Services 01695 52393 /
enquiries@westlancs.ac.uk

TRANSPORT

LEARNING FACILITIES

We offer a free college coach from the following
areas:

Nestled in the town centre, our impressive university
style campus features a light and open atrium and
high quality facilities.

LIVERPOOL – Kirkby, Aintree, Maghull and Old
Skelmersdale.
SOUTHPORT - Southport, Birkdale and Formby.
WIGAN – Hawkley, Winstanley, Goose Green, Marus
Bridge, Pemberton, Orrell, Upholland, Digmoor and
Tanhouse.
WEST LANCASHIRE – Aughton, Ormskirk,
Burscough, Parbold, Newburgh and Ashurst.
Plus we also offer free* or subsidised* Arriva Bus
passes for those not on a college bus route. Please
ask in Learner Services for further details:
01695 52393 / enquiries@westlancs.ac.uk
*subject to eligibility and availability.

westlancs.ac.uk

As a Sixth Form student, you will have access to a
designated study area and common room, and you
will be able to take advantage of our state of the
art facilities, which include open learning spaces
in The Learner Zone, The Imagery Hair & Beauty
Academy, Café West, a high tech sports performance
laboratory, sports hall and sports massage clinic,
bright and airy art studios and MAC suites, Hope
Theatre and dance studio, plus the recent addition
of The School of Science which houses bespoke fully
equipped laboratories and an Engineering suite, all
offering the space and facilities to study in style.

A Level Courses
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A Level Subjects

Art, Craft & Design
OVERVIEW
Students will be introduced to a range of traditional
and new media, including drawing and sculpture.
Knowledge of Art, Craft and Design will be developed
through research, the development of ideas and
working from first-hand experience. Students will
develop practical and theoretical knowledge and
understanding of relevant materials, processes, and
ways of conveying ideas, feelings and meanings.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will produce practical and critical/
contextual work in two or more areas of study, for
example, Fine Art, 3D design or Textile Design.
Students will develop creative ideas and
broaden horizons in a variety of ways, including
library, exhibition and internet research and
experimentation using different media. Work will be
lecturer and peer assessed in events such as critique
sessions. All students will engage in analytical
thinking and writing and documentation of projects.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed via coursework as follows:
Personal investigation: Students will develop work
for a personal investigation into an idea, issue,
concept or theme supported by written material of
1000-3000 words.
Externally set assignment: (15 hours supervised
time). Students will produce personal work in
response to one of eight exciting starting points.

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Students could progress to a Foundation Studies
diploma in Art and Design, a Foundation Degree,
Higher National Diploma or BA Honours Degree.
Studying an Art and Design related degree at
university can give you all sorts of exciting career
options, including traditional fine art, art restoration,
community arts, illustration, lecturing/teaching, as
well as animation, graphic design, games design,
fashion and textile design. In combination with other
subjects it could be useful for architecture and art
therapy alongside many other careers.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above
including at least a grade 5 in an Art and Design
subject. Students without this will be invited to
attend a portfolio interview in order to identify the
most appropriate area of study.

A Level Subjects

Biology
PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES

OVERVIEW
A Level Biology gives you the opportunity to
study a range of topics such as populations and
environmental biology and mechanisms used to
control processes in cells and organisms. Many
students who enjoy and successfully complete this
subject typically progress onto a range of degree
courses including: Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary
Science, Biochemistry and Biological Sciences.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will cover the following topics:
biological molecules, cells, organisms exchange
substances with their environment, genetic
information, variation and relationships between
organisms, energy transfers in and between
organisms, organisms respond to changes in their
internal and external environments, genetics,
populations, evolution and ecosystems, the control
of gene expression.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
You will be taught in small class sizes, an average
of 15 students, alongside like minded individuals by
experienced A Level teachers. You will have regular
assessments, small topic tests, larger progress
tests and homework all comprising of past exam
questions. You will sit 3 exams at the end of the
2 year programme. You will also be assessed on
laboratory skills.

A Level Biology allows progression to many science
degrees and a wide range of future careers
including: Academic Researcher, Biotechnologist,
Doctor, Marine Biologist, Microbiologist,
Nanotechnologist, Pharmacologist, Research
scientist (life sciences), Surgeon and Laboratory
Technician. Biology graduates are well placed
to succeed in any job where data handling or
research skills are important. These jobs would not
necessarily have to be restricted to science-based
employers. Biology is a fundamental subject for
careers in the science and health sectors but there
are many other routes you can take.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
In addition, for applicants taking Double Award
GCSE Science, you will need at least grade 6/6. For
applicants taking Triple Award GCSE Science, you
will need at least grade 6 in Biology.

The support I get from my
teachers is amazing. The
unique small class sizes
allows me to easily get
extra help on the topics I am
struggling with, which has
been extra valuable when
learning from home.
A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level Subjects

Business
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

A Level Business will allow you to develop a broad
understanding of business organisations and
provide you with the knowledge of the key business
functional areas. The curriculum reflects the everchanging character of business and the rapid growth
of new technologies.

Throughout the course, students will be assessed
through a variety of activities in class, homework
activities and internal formal assessments during the
course to practice exam technique. Students will sit
three external exams at the end of the second year.

COURSE CONTENT
Marketing and People: Students are introduced
to the market, explore the marketing and people
functions and investigate entrepreneurs and
business start-up. The topics that students will
cover include: Meeting customer needs, The market,
Marketing mix and strategy. Managing people,
Entrepreneurs and leaders.
Managing Business Activities: Students explore the
finance and operations functions, and investigate
external influences on business. Topics include:
Raising finance, Financial planning, Managing
finance, Resource management and External
influences.
Business Decisions and Strategy: Students develop
their understanding of the concepts introduced
in Theme 2 and explore influences on business
strategy and decision-making. Topics include:
Business objective and strategy, Business growth,
Decision making techniques, Influences on business
decisions, Assessing competitiveness and Managing
change.
Global Business: Students develop their
understanding of the concepts introduced in
Marketing and People, and explore business activity
in a global context. Topics include: Globalisation,
Global markets and business expansion, Global
markets, Global industries and companies.

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Students can progress to higher education
courses such as business management, business
administration, accountancy and finance,
human resource management, marketing,
retail management, tourism management and
international business.
You could follow a wide range of career paths ranging
from retail, banking, sales, product management and
general management in public sector organisations
or charities.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above
including at least a grade 5 in GCSE Business, if
taken, or a similar subject.

A Level Subjects

Chemistry
OVERVIEW
Studying Chemistry can open doors that you didn’t
even know existed. It is a highly respected A-Level
and combines theoretical understanding with
practical and analytical skills. If you like to ask ‘why?’
Chemistry is for you. The food we eat, the air we
breathe, the clothes we wear and the mobile phone
in your pocket all depend on Chemistry. Chemistry
holds the answer to our biggest global challenges.
From stable food supplies to changes in the
environment and delivery of essential medicines, a
chemist will be at the heart of the solution.

COURSE CONTENT
Physical Chemistry; atomic structure, amount of
substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical
equilibria and Le Chatelier’s principle.
• Inorganic Chemistry; periodicity, Group 2 the
alkaline earth metals, Group 7 (17) the Halogens.
• Organic Chemistry; introduction to organic
chemistry, alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes,
alcohols and organic analysis.
• Physical Chemistry; thermodynamics, rate
equations, the equilibrium constant, electrode
potentials and electrochemical cells.
• Inorganic Chemistry; Period 3 elements and their
oxides, transition metals, reactions of ions in
aqueous solution.
• Organic Chemistry; optimal isomerism, aldehydes
and ketones, carboxylic acids and derivatives,
aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino
acids, proteins and DNA, organic synthesis, NMR
spectroscopy and chromatography.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Continuous assessment for learning takes place with
a focus on helping you to identify areas of strength
and opportunities to improve. From knowledge
based problems to analysis and practical skills, each
area will be developed over the two year course
helping you to achieve your best. All will be examined
at the end of 2 years in 3 exams with no coursework
You will also be assessed on laboratory skills.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
A Level Chemistry allows progression to many
science degrees, many of which Chemistry is an
essential entry requirement including for degrees in;
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Chemistry,
Chemical Engineering, Biochemistry, Pharmacy and
Pharmacology. A Level Chemistry can lead to a range
of future careers including Academic researcher,
Analytical Chemist, Biotechnologist, Chemical
Engineer, Clinical scientist, Biochemistry, Forensic
Scientist, Nanotechnologist, Pharmacologist
Research Scientist (physical sciences), Scientific
Laboratory Technician and Toxicologist.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
In addition, for applicants taking Double Award
GCSE Science, you will need at least grade 6/6. For
applicants taking Triple Award GCSE Science, you
will need at least grade 6 in Chemistry.

A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level Subjects

Economics

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Economics will engage you critically with real world
issues and give you the opportunity to apply your
economic knowledge and skills to issues in the world
around you. A good economist is an independent
thinker and someone who recognises the relevance
of the subject in understanding the wider global
events and how they affect us all.

There are three exams, each 33.3% of the A Level
and 2 hours in duration as follows:
Paper 1: Introduction to markets and market failure
and Business behaviour and the labour market.
Paper 2: The UK economy – performance and
policies and a global perspective.
Paper 3: All topics.

COURSE CONTENT
Introduction to markets and market failure: Topics
include: nature of economics, how markets work,
market failure, government intervention.
The UK economy – performance and policies:
Topics include: measures of economic performance,
aggregate demand, aggregate supply, national
income, economic growth, macroeconomic
objectives and policy.
Business behaviour and the labour market: Topics
include Business growth, business objectives,
revenues, costs and profit, market structures, labour
market, government intervention.
A global perspective: Topics include International
economics, poverty and inequality, emerging and
developing economies, the financial sector, role of
the state in the macroeconomy.

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Economics is unique in that it can be both a
Humanities and a Science subject at university,
depending on the subjects it is combined with at
A Level. You could progress to study a degree in
Business and Finance, or Economics – Economics
degrees usually require A Level Mathematics. Typical
careers include investment banking, accountancy,
stock market trader, data analyst, or a management
role.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least a grade 5 in GCSE Economics, if
taken, or a similar subject.

A Level Subjects

English Language
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

English Language offers the opportunity to develop
your knowledge, understanding and appreciation
of language in use and to consider some critical
language debates. Together, the creative writing
and language investigation components give you
the opportunity to develop your particular language
specialisms. For example, students interested in
journalism might select to write newspaper articles
for their coursework, followed by journalism for their
investigation.

Linguistic skills are embedded throughout
the course which is 80% written examination
assessment and 20% coursework.

COURSE CONTENT
The key topic areas explored include:
•
•
•
•
•

The structure of English
Regional and global forms of English
Child language development
The history of the English Language
Exploring how aspects of our identity (such as
gender identity) are reflected in the language we
use
• The key characteristics of different ‘types’ of
English (such as instant messaging, journalism,
advertising etc)
• Learning how to write for an audience and
purpose

Language Variation - written examination 35%
Children’s Language Development – written
examination 20%
Investigating Language – written examination 25%
Crafting Language - coursework 20%

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
English Language can be studied as a single subject
in higher education or can be combined with
English Literature or a wide range of other subjects.
Studying English Language provides you with
valuable skills and a firm basis for life-long learning.
Careers could include lexicography, speech therapy,
journalist, content writing, teaching, law, marketing,
publishing and a range of opportunities in the arts
and culture sector.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in GCSE English Language
or a similar subject.

Choosing West Lancs College was
the best decision I have ever made,
it is an amazing college, great
teachers and facilities, and they
supported me every step of the way.
A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level Subjects

English Literature
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

English Literature allows students to read widely
and independently, and engage with texts critically
and creatively. You will develop your knowledge of
literary analysis which will enable you to develop your
own critical voice by exposing you to key authors and
critics, and the way such writers have responded to
texts and contexts.

Assessments will be on-going throughout both years.
This will consist of weekly assessments, formal
assessments, and a mock exam.

COURSE CONTENT

Prose: Written examination:
1 hour and 15 minutes. 20%

Drama
Section A: ‘Othello’
Section B: ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’
by Tennessee Williams

Poetry: Written examination:
2 hours and 15 minutes. 30%

Prose - Science and Society
‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood
Poetry
Section A: Contemporary Poetry
Poetry of the Decade Anthology
Section B: Poetry Collections
The Romantics (1780-1830)
Coursework
Students study ‘The Bloody Chamber and Other
Stories’ by Angela Carter and a free choice of one
other text.

At the end of Year 13 there will be three external
exams:
Drama: Written examination:
2 hours and 15 minutes. 30%

Coursework: 2500-3500 words. 20%

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
At degree level English Literature can be studied as
a single subject or can be combined with English
Language or a wide range of other subjects. It can
also lead to a number of English related degrees,
specifically creative writing and journalism, and it
could be a core subject for a teaching qualification.
It is a subject which has transferable skills and those
who study English Literature have a wide range
of career opportunities including content writing,
advertising and marketing, alongside opportunities
in the arts and culture sector.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in GCSE English Literature
or a similar subject.

westlancs.ac.uk

A Level Subjects

Geography
OVERVIEW
Geography is the study of Earth’s landscapes,
peoples, places and environments. It is, quite simply,
about the world in which we live. Studying Geography
will give you the opportunity to develop your
awareness and understanding of the world in which
you live. You will develop knowledge of locations,
places, processes and environments, and you will
look at a variety of geographical scales from local to
global and at a range of temporal scales.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study the following modules:
•
•
•
•

Changing Places
Changing Coastal Landscapes
Global Systems: The Carbon and Water Cycles
Global Governance: Migration Flows and Ocean
Governance
• Tectonic Hazards
• Energy Challenges and Dilemmas
• Development in Africa

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed via three exam papers plus
an independent investigation as follows:
Paper 1: Changing Places and Changing Coastal
landscapes. 1 hour 45 minutes (20.5% of A-Level)

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Geography is unique in that it is an interdisciplinary
subject; it can be both a Humanities and a Science
subject at university. Geography is great for any kind
of career that involves the environment, planning,
or collecting and interpreting data. Popular careers
for people with geography qualifications include
town or transport planning, surveying, conservation,
sustainability, environmental planning, tourism, and
weather forecasting.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in GCSE Geography or a
similar subject.

Paper 2: Global Systems and Global Governance. 2
hours (27.5% of A-Level)
Paper 3: Tectonic Hazards, Energy Challenges
and Dilemmas & Development in Africa. 2 hours 15
minutes (32% of A-Level)
Independent Investigation (20% of A-Level)

The best thing about studying
at Sixth Form is the small class
sizes, teachers and students can
get to know and help one another;
plus extra resources are always
available when needed.
A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level Subjects

History (Early Modern)
LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
The first year of the course will be assessed
internally. The A Level includes two written
examinations (80%) and coursework (20%) taken
in Year 2. Exams will consist of a mixture of essay
based and source analysis based long answer
questions.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
The skills you acquire will enable you to progress
onto a range of degrees in humanities, as well
as law or teaching qualifications. Careers could
include working in the heritage and museum sector,
archivist, teacher, journalism and political work. The
skills you gain in studying History are transferrable in
a number of industries and the business sector.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
OVERVIEW
Students will have the opportunity to study a range
of topics such as Monarchy, Conflict and Religion in
Tudor England, and the witch craze in Britain, Europe
and North America. Many students who enjoy and
successfully complete this subject typically progress
onto a range of degree courses including: Law,
English and History.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study 4 main topic areas including:
• The Tudor Dynasty- Henry VIII to Elizabeth I
• National/religious conflict in 16th C Europe
• The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North
America.
• a coursework topic to develop your research and
investigation skills

westlancs.ac.uk

Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in GCSE History or a similar
essay based subject.

Tutors are always helpful,
providing resources or
answering questions
when students need
it and happily go over
content after lessons if
students are confused or
unsure.

A Level Subjects

Law
OVERVIEW
Law affects every area of our lives. It happens
around us and changes on a daily basis. We are
aware of how it touches the lives of individuals and
its overall impact on society as a whole. This course
gives you an understanding of how the legal system
works, and not just what the law is. It looks at the
roles of the legal professionals (solicitors, barristers,
judges and legal executives), as well as how laws are
made and then enforced.

COURSE CONTENT
The Legal System: The Civil and Criminal Courts, The
appeals process, The legal profession including the
role of Barrister, Solicitor, Judge, Lay people- Juries
and Magistrates, Funding, Evaluation.
Criminal Law: Actus Reus and Mens Rea, Assault
and Battery, Grievous Bodily Harm, Murder, Voluntary
manslaughter, Theft, Burglary, Robbery, Defences.
Law Making: Parliamentary law making, Delegated
Legislation, Statutory interpretation, Judicial
precedent, European law, Evaluation.
Law of Tort: Negligence, Occupier’s Liability,
Nuisance, Vicarious Liability, Remedies, Defences.
The Nature of Law: The distinction between Law
and Morality, Law and Society, Law and Justice.
Contract Law: Formation of a contract, Terms,
Misrepresentation, Discharge and Remedies.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Assessment consists of three external exams and
will cover:
• Description of a legal concept
• Evaluation of a principle of law
• Application of legal knowledge to a theoretical
scenario

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Most students progress to university. On completion
of a Law degree you could decide to continue
training to become a solicitor or barrister. Other
career options could include police, probation
service, civil service, accountancy, in house legal,
entertainment or sport law.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in a similar subject to Law.

The support from the tutors is great, it makes life so
much easier being able to go back to them and get
extra help when needed.
A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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A Level Subjects

Maths
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Maths is an exciting and challenging subject that will
help to develop your understanding of maths and
mathematical process in a way that will help your
confidence and will be thoroughly enjoyable. You will
extend your maths skills and techniques building
upon your GCSE, and in particular you will rely on
your algebraic skills. You will be able to recognise
how a real-life situation may be represented
mathematically.

You will learn in a variety of ways, being encouraged
to do independent learning with the aid of technology
as well as more traditional classroom teaching and
learning. There will be regular internal tests to check
your progress and at the end of the two years you will
sit three papers with the examining board AQA.

COURSE CONTENT
Pure Mathematics Content
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra and functions
Co-ordinate geometry in the plane
Sequences and series
Trigonometry
Exponentials and logarithms
Differentiation
Integration
Differential equations and modelling
Numerical methods
Vectors

Applied Mathematics Content
•
•
•
•
•
•

Statistics
Statistical sampling
Data representation and interpretation
Probability
Statistical distributions
Statistical hypothesis testing

Mechanics Content
•
•
•
•

Quantities and units in mechanics
Kinematics
Forces and Newton’s laws
Moments – Statistical.

westlancs.ac.uk

Paper 1: Synoptic Pure content from
Year 1 and Year 2.
Paper 2: Synoptic Pure and Mechanics content from
Year 1 and Year 2.
Paper 3: Synoptic Pure and Statistics content from
Year 1 and Year 2.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Maths graduates have one of the highest rates of
graduate employment. Mathematicians enter a very
wide range of career areas ranging from aerospace
and defence to finance. Studying Maths provides
you with valuable skills and a firm base for life-long
learning. Maths is highly regarded within higher
education and is frequently considered as a ‘required
subject’ for entry onto certain degree courses such
as Engineering, Economics, Finance, Sciences and
many more.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in GCSE Maths.

A Level Subjects

Philosophy, Ethics & Religion
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion has a
multidisciplinary nature, involving textual study,
philosophical thinking, ethics, social understanding
and the skills of analysis and reasoning. It provides
an excellent opportunity for you to engage with
contemporary contentious issues, developing
social, cultural, political, philosophical and historical
awareness. You will learn to understand your own
identity and to understand human rights and
responsibilities.

There are two exams at the end of the two years as
follows:

COURSE CONTENT
Philosophy: Arguments for the existence of God,
Problem of Evil, Religious Experiences, Miracles, Life
after death, Religious Language.
Ethics: Meta Ethics, Free will and Moral
Responsibility, Conscience, Natural Moral Law,
Utilitarianism, Situation Ethics, Virtue Ethics,
Applied ethics to human and animal life and death.
Buddhism: The Life of the Buddha, his
enlightenment, teachings and death. The use of the
Pali Canon. The Religious Community, Buddhism and
Gender, Science, Secularism and Migration.

Paper 1: Philosophy and Ethics: 3 hours
Paper 2: Buddhism and Dialogues: 3 hours

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion is widely taught at
many universities, sometimes as its own subject, or
combined with Theology.
A Religious Studies, Philosophy or Theology degree
is well respected by employers and graduates enter
a very wide range of career areas as it teaches
transferrable skills.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including Religious Studies or a similar essay based
subject at GCSE.
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A Level Subjects

Physics
OVERVIEW
Physics allows you to appreciate how fundamental
science works. It is problem solving on both the
largest and the smallest scale imaginable. Physicists
use the laws they uncover to develop new materials,
machinery, and technology to improve our lives and
help us explore the universe further, from computers
to telescopes and spacecraft.

COURSE CONTENT
First Year content:
•
•
•
•
•

Forces and motion
Electricity
Waves
Quantum Physics
The particle world

Second year content:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circular motion
Simple harmonic motion
Gravitational fields
Electric fields
Magnetic fields and Induction
Thermal Physics
Nuclear Physics
Radiation
Option topic available

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
There is no coursework, although your performance
during practical work will be assessed and you will
need to keep a lab book as a record of your work.
There are three exams at the end of the two years
and at least 15% of the marks are based on what you
learn during the practical work.
Paper 1: 2 hours 34%
Paper 2: 2 hours 34%
Paper 3: 2 hours 32%

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Physics A -Level is frequently considered as a
‘required subject’ for entry onto certain degree
courses which means it can be useful for accessing a
wide range of university courses.
Physics offers an infinite number of amazing
career opportunities including geophysicist/field
seismologist, healthcare scientist, medical physics,
research scientist (physical sciences), scientific
laboratory technician, meteorologist, operational
researcher, product/process development scientist,
systems developer, technical author.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above
In addition, for applicants taking Double Award
GCSE Science, you will need at least grade 6/6. For
applicants taking Triple Award GCSE Science, you
will need at least grade 6 in Physics. In addition
students will also need GCSE Maths at grade 6 or
above.

A Level Subjects

Politics
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Politics is the study of political behaviour, processes
and institutions, including the relationship and
interactions between different institutions and
groups.

Students will sit written exams for each topic at the
end of the two years.

This subject will be of interest to you if you are keen
to discuss and learn more about current affairs and
political issues.
You will develop a broad knowledge and
understanding of the political system of the UK. You
will also examine the US political system as well as
the key issues that drive the UK political debate and
the ideologies from which they are derived.

COURSE CONTENT
Students study topics including:
•
•
•
•

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Many students go on to study politics at university.
From there you might become a researcher, join local
or national government or even start on the path to
become a future Prime Minister!

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above
including Maths and English.

People, Politics and Participation
Governing Modern Britain
The Politics of the USA
Political Issues
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A Level Subjects

Psychology
OVERVIEW
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind
and human behaviour. If you are interested in
understanding the complexity of human nature, then
Psychology will give you an insight into how and why
people behave in certain ways.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will cover the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Social Psychology
Cognitive Psychology
Biological Psychology
Learning Psychology
Child Psychology
Clinical Psychology

During these topics you will develop an
understanding of research skills and be required
to conduct your own practical studies. As such it
is useful for students to have sound numerical and
scientific skills.
The issues and debates topic highlights these skills
and requires you to critically discuss the scientific
challenges when studying psychology, including
ethics, individual differences and social control.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
There are three examination paper, all 2 hours in
duration, as follows:
Paper 1: Foundations in Psychology
Paper 2: Applications in Psychology

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
For any career involving interactions with others,
psychology will be a useful underlying skill. This
includes careers such as police, nursing, human
resources, advertising, law, politics, teaching,
research and many more. Careers directly related
to psychology are broad and include working in
traditional roles as clinical, educational, forensic
or occupational psychologists as well as the more
progressive areas such as health and sports
psychology.

Paper 3: Psychological Skills

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least a Grade 5 Maths, (and ideally a
Grade 5 in Psychology, if taken), or a similar essaybased subject at GCSE.
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A Level Subjects

Sociology
OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Sociology is a social science concerned with the
study of human social relationships and the various
ways these relationships are patterned in terms of
social groups, organisations and societies.
You will look at the diversity of family types in our
society today, whether childhood still exists, which
gender performs better within education and
why this is. You will research patterns in criminal
behaviour and the impact of the mass media upon
individuals by assessing issues such as whether
exposure to violent media can make us act in a
violent way. You will take part in discussions and
debates in relating to controversial topics and will
develop and apply knowledge of research methods.

A Level Sociology is 100% exam based, all exams are
2 hours as follows:

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•

Families and Households
Education
Mass Media
Crime and Deviance
Theory and Methods

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods
Paper 2: Families and Households and Mass Media
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and
Methods

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Many students study Sociology at degree level, many
choosing to focus on specific elements, such as
criminology.
Sociologists tend to progress into careers within
the caring profession in occupations such as mental
health nursing, social work, teaching and jobs within
human resources.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above,
including at least grade 5 in Sociology, if taken, or a
similar essay-based subject at GCSE.
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A Level Subjects

The School of Medicine
Programme

The School of Medicine is truly unique and much
more than just classroom teaching, it offers an
extensive wrap around programme designed to give
students a distinct competitive edge.
Our programme offers extensive extra-curricular
activities that are designed to give exposure to
a wide range of research and academia which
enable students to gain a broader understanding of
potential career opportunities available within the
medical sector, and includes:

The best thing about
studying in The School of
Medicine is the tailored work
experience which will allow
me to have the competitive
edge when applying to
Universities.
westlancs.ac.uk

DISCOVERY INDUSTRY
PLACEMENT PROGRAMME
All medicine students attend a guaranteed,
immersive Discovery Industry Placement of 300
hours per year. Students are placed one day per
week at various locations across the district
where they shadow Doctors, Nurse Practitioners,
Pharmacists and other roles within GP surgeries and
medical centres. The placement is delivered through
our strong partnership with West Lancashire Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG).
The placement programme allows students to
explore the various roles with the medical sector
first hand, plus provides an understanding of how
the different members of the team work together
for the best care of the patient, students also have
the opportunity to follow a single patient whilst
investigating the patient journey.
In addition, many of our Year 12 medicine students
volunteered to support the COVID-19 vaccination roll
out. Students were put to work acting as marshals,
patient advocates and also undertook general
administration. They were also able to learn the
process of preparing and storing the vaccine. An
invaluable and insightful experience for all who took
part.

A Level Subjects

A LEVELS IN A MEDICAL
CONTEXT
A Levels within The School of Medicine are taught
in a medical context, enabling students to be fully
immersed in their chosen career path from day
one. In addition, our A Level timetable provides 33%
more contact time than other A Level programmes
giving students additional tuition to ensure their
success. Students benefit from small class sizes,
with on average 15 learners per class, which enables
extensive support and guidance.

MENTORING
The School of Medicine work closely with Generation
Medics, a not for profit organisation run by Oxford
University medic graduates, and who support our
students as they apply for Medicine. They help
provide extra tuition for UCAT and BMAT entrance
exams, mentor students through A Levels and help
with interview techniques. Students are partnered
with an Oxford Medic, and our mentoring programme
provides an invaluable and highly successful service
to our medical students.

FULL PREPERATION FOR
UNIVERSITY
Students are fully prepared for the university
application process and follow a structured
preparation journey from personal statement to
entrance exam and university interview.
Students are tutored on common medical interview
themes such as the four pillars of medical ethics,
data analysis and the qualities of being a doctor.
All students are prepared on common questions,
techniques and the unique qualities each specific
medical school looks for, and receive tailored tuition
for UCAT, BMAT and aptitude tests. Our extensive
preparation programme culminates in simulated
mock interviews with multiple stations, just like the
real thing.
Preparation is enhanced by our Guest seminars
where students gain tips for their personal
statement and interview advice. Qualified medics
provide additional tuition to help further develop
student’s problem solving, and critical thinking
skills, and are encouraged to develop a wider
understanding of NHS Hot topics and medical ethics,
all required at interview.
In 2021 all Year 13 School of Medicine students
received university interviews/offers and are now
at university studying medicine or medical related
degree courses.
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A Level Subjects

GUEST SEMINARS, TRIPS & VISITS

THE PROGRAMME

The School of Medicine students are able to explore
their understanding of different careers in Medicine
through a vast number of guest seminars either in
college with invited guest speakers, or by attending
external events.

You will study a combination of A Levels including:

Guest speakers have ranged from experts in cutting
edge Cancer research and progressive brain
diseases such as Alzheimer’s to specialist in endof-life care. These guest lectures give students
a detailed insight into the ever-evolving medical
profession and the research that underpins it.
Lecturers visit from a wide variety of Universities
with close links to the top 5 medical schools in
the North West. In addition to these eye-opening
lectures, as a student of The School of Medicine you
will have the opportunity to visit the medical schools
of your choice.
All of our extra-curricular wrap around has been
designed to give students diverse exposure to the
range of medical careers available. Students are able
to gain tips for their personal statement, medical
exams and interviews, as well as receive expert
careers advice.

westlancs.ac.uk

• A Level Biology
• A Level Chemistry
Plus one or two of the following:
• A Level Maths
• A Level Further Maths
• A Level Psychology

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 44 points from their best 8 GCSE’s
at Grade 7 or above including English, Maths and
Science.

Advanced Level Subjects
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Advanced Level Subjects

Art & Design
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW
This course is for anyone who wishes to gain a
vocational qualification in Art & Design as a step
towards a career in the industry or a university
application. It is ideal if you are straight from school
or are a mature student with relevant qualifications
or experience. Successful students tend to have
creative energy, plenty of new ideas, the ability to
work independently, an understanding of design and
a passion for self-expression.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study up to eighteen modules over the
course of two years. During the course, students
will work in a number of art and design specialisms,
which will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drawing and painting
Fashion and textiles
Fine Art
3D design and sculpture
Computers and digital photography
Print-making.

During the second year of the course students are
able to specialise in their chosen subject area for
University/Employment and will undertake a period
of work experience appropriate to your course as
part of the programme of study.

The facilities in college are
amazing, I particularly like the
art studios which have floor
to ceiling windows offering
perfect light which is great to
work in.
westlancs.ac.uk

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
This is a practical course, assessment is based
entirely on coursework produced in art studios. All
units are graded individually and an overall grade
for the qualification is awarded (Pass, Merit or
Distinction).

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Students may wish to progress to higher-level
studies at university or to gain employment in the
Art and Design industry. Future career options
could include: Art Therapist, Art Gallery Curator,
Fine Artist, Illustrator, Fashion Designer, Graphic
Designer, Textile Designer, Interior Designer,
Photography or Animator.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or Maths, or a Level 2 Diploma/
First Diploma/National Certificate in a related
subject.

Advanced Level Subjects

Business
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This course will enable you to develop the digital
skills needed in today’s business world. You
will develop knowledge of word processing,
spreadsheets, databases and industry software
such as SAGE accounting software. In addition,
communication skills, self-confidence, teamwork
and leadership are learned in business classes,
which will provide you with highly employable skills
to achieve your career goals.

Assessment is varied and reflects the types of
communications used daily in business such
as reports, presentations, debates, written
assessments, blogs, meetings and will also include
practical involvement in activities such as market
research, recruitment & selection and the managing
of a business event.

Learning also takes place beyond the classroom; you
will visit local businesses and have the opportunity
to attend a wide range of trips and visits. In previous
years trips have included: The Bank of England,
London, Liverpool Law Courts, plus European visit to
Krakow, Disneyland Paris, Prague and Budapest.

COURSE CONTENT
Classes will include a mix of theoretical and
practical/hands-on learning and you will study the
following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Management
Finance
Law
Marketing
Recruitment and selection
Business ethics.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Students may wish to progress to higher-level
studies at university or to gain employment in
various sectors including Finance and Accounting,
Human Resources, Legal, Marketing and Advertising,
Retail Management or Local Government Probation
Service.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or Maths.

For those who dream of being their own boss, you
will also learn the skills and knowledge to start
up a new business enterprise. Classes are taught
by tutors with up to date industry experience and
knowledge.
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Childcare & Education
CACHE Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW
Students develop the skills and knowledge for
working in the Early Years sector. The range of units
encourages a holistic view of child development
and 750 hours work experience to help develop the
practical skills required for working with children.
Those wanting to work in the early years setting
should be caring, responsible, good with children,
patient, calm, efficient, energetic and creative.
This course provides an opportunity for students to
gain the nationally recognised Early Years Educator
Status.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Child Development
Children’s health and well being
Providing safe environments for children
Child health
Play and learning
Understanding children’s additional needs
Observation, assessment and planning
Supporting emergent literacy
Supporting emergent mathematics
Preparing for school readiness
International perspectives

westlancs.ac.uk

• Reflective practice for professional development
• Professional partnerships in Early Years

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Assessment is 100% coursework based.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Completion of the Level 3 qualification gives a
Qualified Practitioner Status allowing students to go
into employment in childcare and learning settings
such as nurseries, schools, Sure Start centres,
workplace creches and with holiday companies in
this country and abroad. The course also allows entry
to university to study early years/primary teaching,
social work, paediatric nursing or other related
degrees.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or Maths.
In addition you will be required to obtain a
satisfactory DBS check.

Advanced Level Subjects

Computing
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW
You will gain an in-depth knowledge of the computer
industry as well as the academic and technical skills
which you’ll need for the advancement in today’s high
tech world. The course is ideal for those who are
looking for training in up-to-date computer skills and
want to study selected areas for today’s computer
industry. It’s also good preparation for a degree or
Foundation Degree course, and is equally suitable
for those who wish to progress to a career in a
computer-based environment.
Successful students tend to have a good
understanding of computer hardware and software,
be patient and persistent, good at working with their
hands, able to work quickly and efficiently and have
an interest in computer technology.

COURSE CONTENT
The qualification comprises of two mandatory units
and a wide range of optional units selected to meet
national occupational standards or specific vendor
requirements:
• Networking
• Hardware
• Games development
• Web development
• Data analysis
• Software design
• Software development
• Project management
• IT User
• Microsoft
• Cisco
• NMWARE
• CompTIA
• CIW
• Oracle
• Linux

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
Each module will be assessed through a range
of methods including assignments, projects,
presentations and role-plays. Two of the units are
externally set and assessed by Edexcel.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
This course prepares students for a variety of
careers such as Computer Programmer, Computer
Technician, IT Technical Support Advisor, Network
Engineer, Software Engineer, Security Analyst,
Systems Analyst, IT Business Analyst, Web
Developer, Systems Manager, Games Developer, or
entry to Degree level study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or Maths.
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Advanced Level Subjects

Engineering
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

Students will develop knowledge and skills in
the design, development and manufacture and
maintenance of engineering products and systems.

Assessment is 100% assignment based.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will cover the following core and optional
units:
Core units:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health and Safety in the Engineering Workplace
Communications for Engineering Technicians
Engineering Project
Mathematics for Engineering Technicians
Mechanical Principles and Applications
Electrical and Electronic Principles

Optional units:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Aided Drafting in Engineering
Principles and Applications of Thermodynamics
Electronic Fault-finding
Principles and Applications of Electronic Devices
and Circuits
Engineering Secondary and Finishing Techniques
Further Electrical Principles
Further Mathematics for Engineering Technicians
Computer Aided Manufacturing
Engineering Design
Properties and Applications of Engineering
Materials
Construction and Applications of Digital Systems
Further Mechanical Principles
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PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
This course is designed to open up the world of
Engineering to students either as a continuing
student or potentially as an employed trainee. Career
Progression opportunities, with further study to
degree level courses includes: Mechanical Engineer,
Production Engineer, Engineering Maintenance
Technician, Tool Maker, Welder, Motor Vehicle
Mechanic/Technician, Marine Engineer, Plumber,
Heating & Ventilation Engineer, Gas Engineer,
Electrician, Electrical Engineer, Electronics
Engineer.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including Science and English, plus a Grade 5 or
above in Maths.

Advanced Level Subjects

Health & Social Care
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This course is ideal for anyone who wishes to enter a
health or social care related profession or progress
to higher education in a health or social care
related field e.g. nursing, social work, midwifery or
paramedic.

All units will be assessed by internally set
assignments. Candidates must achieve a minimum
of a pass grade in all of the units.

Successful students tend to enjoy working closely
with people, be able to relate to people, understand
the needs of others, be caring and patient and able
to stay calm under pressure.
Students will attend unique work placements
within the health care sector as well as benefit from
links with The Royal College of Nursing, partner
universities and local and regional employers.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study the following units:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Human Lifespan Development
Working In Health and Social Care
Meeting individual Care and support needs
Principles of safe practice in Health and Social
care
Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
Nutritional Health
Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social
Care
Enquiries into Current Research in Health and
Social Care
Work Experience in Health and Social Care
Promoting Public Health
Physiological Disorders and their Care
Caring for Individuals with Dementia
Assessing Children’s Development Support Needs

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
This course allow students to access to a wide range
of career opportunities including Nursing, Social
Work, Midwifery or Paramedic, or entry to a variety
of university degree programmes such as Children’s
Nursing, Mental Health Nursing, Social Work,
Psychotherapy and Counselling, Midwifery, Adult
Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Learning Disability
Nursing, Nutrition & Health, Paramedic Science.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths.
In addition you will be required to obtain a
satisfactory DBS check.
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Performing Arts
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This course is designed to develop your personal
performing skills to university entry standard.
Successful students tend to be self-disciplined and
hard-working, work well in a team and independently,
have a passionate commitment to performing and
have a good level of stamina.

All units are assessed and graded through
performance and coursework, and an overall grade
for the qualification is awarded.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES

As a student in our Performance Academy, you
will also have the opportunity to sit LAMDA exams,
attend West End workshops and enter for many
competitions – over recent years our performance
students have been winners at Merseyside Youth
Drama Festival, Leverhulme Drama Festival, National
Operatic and Dramatic Association and they were
chosen by the National Connections Theatre
competition to perform at The National Theatre in
London.

This course allow students to access to a wide range
of career opportunities including actor, dancer,
musical theatre performer, teaching in performing
arts or working in the entertainment industry. Many
learners will progress to university studying various
aspects of Performing Arts.

COURSE CONTENT

Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths, and previous
performance experience is desirable.

Students will cover the following topics:
•
•
•
•

Different acting styles
Singing
Performing in musical theatre
Dance

Plus, you are guaranteed to take part in several
performances throughout the year to paying
audiences which integrate the units and provide a
vocationally relevant experience.
Our recent performances include: Taming of the
Shrew, Spamalot, Sleeping Beauty, Sweeney Todd,
Macbeth, Much Ado About Nothing, Dick Whittington,
Children in Need Showcase, Treasure Island, The
Winter’s Tale, Alice in Wonderland, Eighteen, The
Addams Family, Mary Poppins Jr.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Advanced Level Subjects

Psychology
BTEC National Certificate Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This qualification covers a wide range of skills
relating to the fundamentals of Psychology. The
course must be combined with the Level 3 Health
& Social Care programme, which will then provide a
full-time course option.

Assessment is via a combination of written
exams, supervised assessments, coursework and
presentations.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will gain an insight into the subject and the
varied career options available for progression such
as nursing and healthcare, social work, teaching,
child psychology, criminal justice, sports science.
The following topics will be studied:
• Application of psychology for sport and children
• Criminal psychology
• Forensic Psychology
In addition, students will benefit from excellent links
with local Universities, attending guest lectures
with actively researching psychologists (Cognitive,
Neuro, Social), interaction with research equipment
including TMS, ECG, HTC VIVE, Eye tracking and you
will also conduct your own research project.

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Psychology is useful in a wide range of people
oriented occupations as well as in industrial/
business organisations. Many students continue to
study Psychology at university which can lead to a
variety of careers including Clinical, Educational,
Health or Forensic Psychology.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths.
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Public Services
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW
This is a dynamic course is ideal for students looking
for a career in public services, for example, HM
Revenue and Customs, the police, fire and rescue
services or armed services, paramedics, outdoor
activity instructors, physical training instructors or
professions in law and legal services.
Students will discover what public service careers
and jobs there are. The course helps you to develop
skills relevant to seeking employment in a range of
public service organisations, outdoor activities, law
or fitness training.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study a range of optional units
including:
•
•
•
•
•

Government, Policies and the Public Services
Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services
Career Planning for the Public Services
Land Navigation by Map and Compass
Employment in the Uniformed Public Services.

In addition, students will undertake a period of
work experience (a minimum of 48 hours per year)
appropriate to your course as part of the programme
of study.

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT
The course consists of a combination of tutored
lessons, guest speakers by public service
organisations and the development of a range of
skills required for entrance into the public services
such as leadership, communication, teamwork,
discipline and problem solving; The course is
assignment and examination based. The course
further develops your fitness training to help you in
the entrance tests to gaining employment. There are
visits to public organisation centres such as Fire and
Rescue Services; Outdoor Activity centres to take
part in navigations and activity days at RAF Aintree
to develop team building skills.

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
On successful completion of the course, potential
careers could include entrance into public services
as potential Officers in public services organisations:
Police, Fire and Rescue Service, Customs and
Revenue Officer, Navy and RAF, paramedics, outdoor
activity instructors, physical training instructors or
professions in law and legal services. Many students
progress to Higher Education in areas such as law,
criminology, management of outdoor activities,
leadership and management in fire studies or public
services management.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths.

Advanced Level Subjects

Sports Coaching
& Development
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This qualification is ideal for those looking to pursue
a successful career in sports coaching and physical
activity. The qualification has been developed
alongside the Charted Institute for the Management
of Sport & Physical Activity (CIMSPA) and enables
you to enter the workforce directly as a Multi-Skills
Assistant Coach or Coach or progress to a wide
range of University courses. You can also apply for
CIMSPA membership on completion of your course.
Students will gain a range of practical and
transferable skills required for employment and
skills for self-employment or progression to higher
education.

Assessment is via a combination of practical
assignments, written assignments, home study and
assessments.

COURSE CONTENT
During this programme you will gain a number
of skills and behaviours, essential for successful
progression into employment or higher education.
These include: Leadership, problem solving,
technical skills, professional practice,
communication.
Students will complete a range of mandatory and
option modules that include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Careers in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
Health, Wellbeing and Sport
Developing Coaching Skills
Fitness Testing
Fitness Training
Sporting Injuries

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Upon successful completion of this programme,
you can progress directly into work as a Multi-Skills
Assistant Coach or Coach or progress to a wide
range of University courses. You can also apply for
CIMSPA membership on completion of your course.
The sport sector is a fast-growing industry. It is
currently worth £39 billion to the economy and
continues to grow annually (‘Sporting Future: A New
Strategy for an Active Nation DCMS, 2015’). Coaching
is an area that continues to expand, with up to
3.1 million adults in England estimated to having
coached sport or physical activity in the previous 12
months, providing 7.6 million coach-led participation
experiences per week (Coaching in an Active Nation
The Coaching Plan for England, YouGov Study, 2016).
Upon completion of this programme you will be in
an ideal position to progress into a career in sports
coaching.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths.

Throughout your time at College you will have
the opportunity to undertaken significant work
placement opportunities with a range of local
and regional sports organisations. You have the
opportunity to complete additional qualifications
such as coaching awards and first aid, to enhance
you progress to employment.

A Level & Advanced Level Course Prospectus 2022
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Advanced Level Subjects

Sports & Personal Training
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3

OVERVIEW

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT

This new Sports, Fitness & Personal Training
qualification is ideal for those looking to pursue a
successful career in health and fitness sector as
a fitness instructor, personal trainer or exercise
professional. This programme will also provide you
with the knowledge, skills and behaviours required
to progress to University. This qualification is
accredited by the Register of Exercise Professionals
(REPs) and the Charted Institute for the Management
of Sport & Physical Activity (CIMSPA).

For practical elements, you will be observed by
your assessor. All your work must be collected in
a portfolio of evidence and cross referenced to
requirements listed in this record of assessment
book. In addition you will be required to carry out
50 hours of event sports massage, and there will be
externally assessed question papers for anatomy and
physiology.

This programme is aimed at learners who want to
progress directly to employment in the health and
fitness sector. It is also suitable for those wishing to
progress to higher education, where they may use
this qualification to obtain part-time employment
while studying. Will gain a range of practical and
transferable skills required for employment and
skills for self-employment or progression to higher
education.

COURSE CONTENT
During this programme you will gain a number
of skills and behaviours, essential for successful
progression into employment or higher
education. These include: Leadership, problem
solving, technical skills, professional practice,
communication.
Students will complete a range of mandatory and
option modules that include:
•
•
•
•

Careers in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
Health, Wellbeing and Sport
Fitness Skills Development
Fitness Testing and Training

Throughout your time at College you will have
the opportunity to undertaken significant work
placement opportunities with a range of local
and reginal sports organisations. You have the
opportunity to complete additional qualifications
such as coaching awards and first aid, to enhance
you progress to employment.

westlancs.ac.uk

PROGRESSION & CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
The health and fitness industry is continuing to grow,
with over 7000 gyms in the UK and more than 10
million members, which means almost one in seven
people in the UK is a member of a gym (State of the
UK Fitness Industry Report, The Leisure Database,
May 2019). This gives the industry a market value of
more than £5 billion, meaning that there are many
employment opportunities for people with industryrecognised health and fitness related qualifications.
The qualification is aimed at learners who are
looking to progress to employment in the sector
as a gym instructor and whose aspirations may
also be to enter higher education. Learners are
able to continue to develop their careers through
Continuous Professional Development programmes
that are industry-endorsed.
The qualification recognised by higher-education
providers as contributing to entry requirements to
many degree related courses.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants require 4 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above,
including English and/or maths.

Advanced Level Subjects
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A Level & Advanced Level Courses

GCSE Step up Programme

If you are keen to do A Levels but didn’t quite get
the grades, you can improve your results with this
programme which allows you to do 4 GCSEs in a year.
These could be re-sits or entirely new subjects.
Entry to this study programme is discussed on an
individual basis but typically requires a combination
of GCSE’s at Grade 3.
It is useful to have at least one or two passes (grade
4) as this will help you succeed after the programme,
because many schools, colleges and employers
look for at least five GCSEs. If you have not passed
either your Maths or English, these subjects would
be compulsory. It is really important that we can
help you succeed at your GCSEs so your application
will be followed by an admissions appointment to
confirm this is the right option for you.

On our GCSE Step up programme you can choose
from GCSEs in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biology
Chemistry
Citizenship
English Language
English Literature
Geography
History
Maths

At enrolment you will have another chat with a senior
member of staff, they will look at your existing GCSE
results, your planned progression route and possible
future career choices.
Attendance, attitude and motivation are all essential
for success. We will discuss these with you and will
also ask for a recent school report. There may be
occasions where we contact your previous school for
a reference.
To apply for GCSE Step up, just complete the online
application form and choose A Levels. Your subject
choices will be discussed at interview.

westlancs.ac.uk

A Level & Advanced Level Courses

How to Apply

1

You can apply online at

2

Once we receive your application we
will invite you for an interview with one
of our interview Team.

3

If Sixth Form is right for you, our
Team will offer you a place. The place
will be dependent on you achieving
the correct GCSE grades for your
programme.

www.westlancs.a.uk

4

You will be invited to join our Pre-entry
Sixth Form Programme which consists
of regular virtual and in person
meetings and new student events.

5

On GCSE Results Day you will be
invited in by appointment to complete
your enrolment.

6

You will then become an official
student of Sixth Form at West
Lancashire College.

If you have any queries relating to your application or need further advice,
please contact our Admissions Team on 01695 52383
or email admissions@westlancs.ac.uk
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A Level & Advanced Level Courses

Open Events

We are proud of our college and fabulous facilities,
however the best way for you to find out more about
life as a Sixth Form student at West Lancashire
College is to come along to one of our Open Events.
These events are a great opportunity for you to
speak to our expert tutors and also the employers
and universities that we work with closely to ensure
we help you meet your career aspirations. To register
your attendance please go to Eventbrite.co.uk

Wednesday 3 November 2021
5.30pm & 6.30pm slots available

Monday 8 November 2021
4.30pm-7pm

Thursday 2 December 2021
4.30pm-7pm

Monday 7 February 2022
4.30pm-7pm

Thursday 9 June 2022
4.30pm-7pm
Please note: Open Events may be virtual dependant
on current government restrictions.
For the very latest details please go to
westlancs.ac.uk/student-support/open-events

westlancs.ac.uk

A Level & Advanced Level Courses

Safeguarding

Equality

We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring all
students experience a secure, safe and welcoming
environment in which they can fulfil their potential.
We are also committed to assisting students to
develop the skills necessary to take responsibility for
their own safety. Specific policies and procedures
are in place to safeguard young people (students
under 18 years of age) and vulnerable adults; these
are robust and are reviewed regularly. Procedures
are in place to take all reasonable measures
to ensure risk is minimised and appropriate
action is taken to address welfare concerns of
young people and vulnerable adults. Our college
community includes young people aged 14 to 18
and vulnerable adults. For this reason and as part
of our commitment to safeguard our students
and provide a safe place to learn, we are asking all
potential students to disclose if they have a violent
or sexual conviction. You will be asked to complete
a declaration at the point of enrolment. If you do
have convictions you will not be automatically
excluded from enrolling on a college course. Each
case will be considered on its own merits. For further
information please ask to speak to a member of the
Safeguarding Team.

West Lancashire College welcomes diversity in its
student population - valuing differences in race,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, religion
or belief, class and age. We actively oppose
discrimination, aim to remove all conditions that
put people at a disadvantage, strive to improve
access and to provide outstanding support. We
are committed to providing an inclusive learning
environment. We have produced an NCG Equality
Strategy which sets out our response to statutory
obligations and our approach to the active promotion
of equality and diversity. Please discuss your support
needs with us and we will make every reasonable
effort to make adjustments to help you succeed.

The Prevent Duty
West Lancashire College is committed to Prevent.
The Prevent Duty forms part of the Counter
Terrorism and Security Act 2015, and the strategy
responds to the ideological challenge we face from
terrorism and aspects of extremism, and the threat
we face from those who promote these views. It
provides practical help to prevent people from
being drawn in to terrorism and ensure they are
given appropriate advice and support. It covers all
forms of terrorism, including far right extremism
and some aspects of non-violent extremism. If you
have any concerns about radicalisation, terrorism
or extremism, please ask to speak to one of the
Safeguarding Team.

Respect
At West Lancashire College we emphasise the
importance of respecting all other people, be
they staff, students or visitors to the college and
respecting their property and the facilities of the
college, which exist for the benefit of all students.
Security To ensure the security of our students we
operate an identity card system where students,
staff and official visitors wear lanyards and badges.
We will do our best to support the various needs of
all our students and to help you all to achieve your
learning goals. If you are a disabled person, please
ensure that we know what you need so that we
can make all reasonable adjustments to help you
succeed. Students are asked to help us create an
environment where everyone feels safe and valued
and where you can work successfully to achieve
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West Lancashire College & NCG
West Lancashire College is proud to be part of NCG, one of the
country’s leading college groups. We are one of seven colleges across
the country that make up NCG, meaning we’re a key part of providing
education and training to learners, apprentices and employers across
the UK. NCG’s mission is to enable social mobility and economic
prosperity through exceptional education. This mission sits at the
heart of West Lancashire College and every college in our group
plays an important role in achieving it. Through ambitious teaching,
innovative courses and outstanding learning environments, NCG and
all of its colleges aim to inspire excellence, spark curiosity and make
a real impact on our learners and communities. Being part of NCG
enables all seven colleges to work collaboratively to achieve these
goals. Separately, we each work in close partnership with employers
and local industry to offer education and skills training that leads to
real employment opportunities for our learners and makes strong
local economic impact. Together, we share expertise, support each
other to grow, help each other to innovate and accomplish real
change for young people, communities and economies across the
country. www.ncgrp.co.uk

West Lancashire College
Skelmersdale Lancashire WN8 6LH
www.westlancs.ac.uk
enquiries@westlancs.ac.uk
01695 52300

Disclaimer
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
prospectus is correct at the time of publication. We reserve the right
however, to make alterations or amendments to the details contained
in this booklet. Courses will operate subject to sufficient numbers.

